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The mink population

Mink are not indigenous to the UK. The diet of the 

mink varies according to the time of year and habitat

but common food types include small mammals, birds

and invertebrates.

Mink have been shown to have some adverse effects 

on other wildlife. There is evidence to show that the

increase in the mink population has had a direct link

with the decline in the numbers of waterfowl such as

coots and in the number of ground-nesting seabirds. 

Mink regulate their own numbers but where they are

perceived to have caused problems trapping followed 

by shooting is the most common method of control.

Shooting is also used but to a much lesser degree. 

How does mink hunting with 
dogs work? 

Mink are hunted for many hours along rivers and streams

by packs of mink hounds and followers on foot. The

hounds and followers pursue the mink’s scent as it 

runs along the riverbank in a desperate bid to escape.

Some mink climb trees to flee their pursuers. 

Mink hunting also causes major disturbances to habitats

suitable for otters and other riverside wildlife. It has 

also been shown to be detrimental to the recovering

otter population. The Environment Agency has

produced a leaflet on the issue that considers mink

hunting: ‘an ineffective method of control…and…wishes

to discourage mink hunting where otters and other

wildlife may be disturbed’.1

The Wildlife Trusts in its submission to the Burns Inquiry

said: ‘Mink hunting may, in some cases, damage riverine

habitat and disturb riverine species, at particularly

sensitive times of year’. It continued: ‘Mink hunting may

have a direct impact on otters, both in terms of disturbance

and in preventing otters from re-colonising and

establishing in sensitive areas’. It concluded that: ‘Mink

hunting is not the most effective form of control’.

A study of the effectiveness of mink hunting as a means

of controlling mink involved the Cornwall and Devon

Minkhounds from 1976–1980. During this time the pack

hunted on 156 days and caught 84 mink (two thirds of

the mink located by the pack escaped).2

Mink hunting
Mink hunting is a relatively new

‘sport’ in the UK. The native North

American animals were introduced

to the UK in 1928 to be farmed for

fur. Following their escape and

release into the wild mink have

established themselves across 

most of Britain. Following a ban on

otter hunting in 1978 when otters

received full legal protection in

England and Wales because of their

precipitous decline, otterhound

packs switched to hunting mink.

There are now 20 mink hunts in

England and Wales that kill between

400 and 1,400 mink annually – a tiny

percentage of the total number of

mink killed by trapping and shooting.

The hunting season lasts from April

until early October.
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The cruelty of mink hunting

The CPHA believes that mink suffer when they are 

chased and savaged by dogs.

Donald Broom, Professor of Animal Welfare at

Cambridge University concluded in a scientific review

of the literature concerning the welfare of hunted

animals: ‘Since mink are able to learn simple tasks in

laboratories, exhibit complex social organisation and

live in established areas it can be assumed that 

hunting with hounds may cause considerable disruption

of their normal behaviour patterns as well as fear 

and distress’.3

Mink hunting is unnecessary. Where a need to control

mink can be demonstrated, trapping is a more humane

and effective method of control.

The Burns Inquiry concluded: ‘…hunting does not have

any significant effect on the mink population at a

national or regional level’.

Mink hunting can disturb other riverside wildlife 

and has been shown to be detrimental to the recovering

otter population.

1 Environment Agency leaflet, Mink, 1996.
2 Birks, J.D.S 1982, 1986 and 1989 cited in Broom, D.M. ‘The Welfare of Deer, Foxes, Mink and Hares Subjected 
to Hunting by Humans – a review’, Cambridge University Animal Welfare Information Centre, 2000. 

3 Broom, D.M. ‘The Welfare of Deer, Foxes, Mink and Hares Subjected to Hunting by Humans – a review’, 
Cambridge University Animal Welfare Information Centre, 2000.


